7d Massacres during the Nakba handout 
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The Nakba: what happened? <4l

* Shortly after the UN decision to partition Palestine in 1947,
Zionist armed groups began attacking Palestinian people,
towns and villages, aiming to expel them from Palestine

* 530 villages and cities were destroyed

* 15,000 Palestinians were killed in a series of mass atrocities,
including more than 70 massacres

* 750,000 Palestinians (half of the Palestinian population)
were forced to leave their homes and became refugees

* Some of these actions were part of “Plan D” or “Plan Dalet”,
a Zionist plan to expel the Palestinians from Palestine

Is the Nakba ongoing in Israel’s
treatment of the Palestinians today?

* Palestinians attacked Jewish individuals and communities We will return to this in a future

during this period too lesson
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Deir Yassin

Deir Yassin was a village on the outskirts of Jerusalem, surrounded by
olive, almond and fig trees

It was called Deir Yassin because there were the ruins of a monastery
(‘Deir’ in Arabic) and a mosque named after Sheikh Yasin

Before the 1920s Deir Yassin was mostly dependent on agriculture, but
after the 1920s it came to depend on its limestone too

In 1943 and 1946, primary schools were established for boys and girls in
the village

In 1948, the population of Deir Yassin was 750

The village had signed a “non-aggression” pact that it would not get
involved with the fighting. However, on 9th April 1948, members of the
Irgun and Lehi attacked the village. They massacred between 100 and 250
people, including many women and children and there were reports of
mutilations, rape and survivors being paraded through Jewish
neighbourhoods before being executed
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Tantura

» Tantura was a coastal village, not far from the city of Haifa

* Most people in the village made their living from fishing and
agriculture, including citrus, bananas, grain and olives

* A boy’s primary school was established in 1889, and a girl’s primary
school in the 1930s

¢ In 1945, the population of Tantura was 1500
* On the evening of 22" May 1948, Zionist forces attacked the village

* The villagers surrendered but 200 Palestinian men were still shot dead
on the beach

* The other inhabitants of the village were expelled

* At first they slept on the streets of a nearby village, but soon they
were expelled from there too

* Many of these Palestinian refugees and their children still live in
refugee camps in Syria
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Dawaymeh

* The village of Dawaymeh was in the Hebron Mountains
* Agriculture was the main source of income
* In 1937, a primary school opened

* In the 1940s, the village had 10 butchers and 30-50
small shops

* On 29t October 1948, Zionists entered the village in
twenty armored cars

* They opened fire on the villagers, killing between 80 and
100 people, including women and children

* Eyewitness accounts report babies whose skulls were

cracked open, women raped or burnt alive in houses,
and men stabbed to death





